Application Serial No. 10/747,936 

Amendment and Response to Office Action Dated March 9, 2007 
Amendments to the Claims: 

Please amend the claims as indicated below. This listing of claims will replace all 
prior versions and listings, of claims in the application: . 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for a first class mail piece tracking 
provider to provide to a plurality of users, tracking of individual outbound first 
class mail pieces using a computer-based postage system, said method 
comprising: 

receiving from a postal authoritv, a mailing subscriber identifier assigned 
by the postal authority, the mailing subscriber identifier corresponding to the first 
class mail piece tracking provider the mailing subscriber identifier corresponding 
to an authorization by the postal authority for tracking first class mailings by the 
first class mail piece tracking provider; 

receiving from a user a reouest to mail a particular first class mail piece to 
a delivery address, wherein the reguest from the user to mail the particular first 
class mail piece comprises an indication bv the user to provide tracking of the 
particular first class mail piece; 

determining a delivery address identifier corresponding to the delivery 
address; 

determining a next available mailing identifier for which a combination of a 
destination tracking service type, the mailing subscriber identifier the next 
available mailing identifier and the delivery address identifier corresponding to 
the delivery address, would trackablv identify the particular first class mail piece 
during a particular period of time: 

assigning ffanll a first class mail piece tracking identifier to [fallthe 
particular first class hiail piece^ wherein ffsaidll the first class mail piece tracking 
identifier un i qu e ly trackablv identifies the particular first class mail piece during 
ffallthe particular period of time , and wherein the first class mail piece tracking 
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identifier comprises the destination tracking service type, the mailing subscriber 
identifier, the next available mailing identifier, and the delivery address identifier : 
and 

relating the wiey efirst class mail piece identifier to a part i cu l ar mailor the 

user . 

2. (Currently Amended) The outbound mail piece tracking method of Claim 1 , 
said method further comprising: 

encoding sa i d un i ouo the first class mail piece identifier as a graphic 
symbology; and 

fixing the wicKJ ethe first class mail piece identifier graphic symbology in a 
visual media. 

3. (Currently Amended) The outbound mail piece tracking method of Claim 2, 
said method further comprising: 

physically associating the un i que f irst class mail piece identifier graphic 
symbology fixed in the visual media with the particular first class mail piece. 

4. (Currently Amended) The outbound mail piece tracking method of Claim 2, 
said method further comprising: 

receiving a plurality of electronic mail piece identifier representations, each 
electronic mail piece identifier representation corresponding to one of a plurality 
of yfwue first class mail piece identifiers; and 

retrieving from the plurality of electronic mail piece identifier 
representations, an electronic mail piece identifier that matches the particu l ar 
unique first class mail piece identifier that uniquely identifies the particular first 
class mail piece. 

5. (Currently Amended) The outbound mail piece tracking method of Claim 1 
wherein the uniqu e first class mail piece identifier further comprises: 

a subscribor id e nt i fi e r; 
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0 mail i ng i dont i f i or; and 
a do li v e ry addross i dont l f l or, whoro i n tho do li vory address i dont i fior i s un i qu e 
w i th i n n nnmh i nntinn of thn r.ubscr l bor i d e nt i f i er and the ma i ling i dontif i o r a service 
type . 

6. (Previously Presented) The outbound mall piece tracking method of Claim 
5 wherein the delivery address identifier is obtained from Internet-based postage 
delivery address Information. 

7. (Currently Amended) The outbound mail piece tracking method of Claim 1^ 
the method further comprlsinq w horo i n tho un i que ma il p l oco idontifior compr i s e s : 

a sorvico typo i dontifior; 
a Gubscrlbor i dentif ie r; 
a mai li ng I dont i fior; and 

a dolivory addross i d e ntifier, whoro i n tho do li vory addross i dont i f i or is 
un i que w i th i n a combinat i on of tho sorv i co typo i dontif i or, tho subscriber ident i f ie r 
and tho ma il ing I dent i f ie r 

encoding the first class mail piece Identifier as a machine-readable bar 
code: and 

printing the machine-readable bar code as a label for the particular first 
class mail piece . 

8. (Currently Amended) A unique mail piece Identifier graphic symbology, 
said unique mail piece identifier graphic symbology comprising: 

an encoded destination tracking service type: 

an encoded mailing s ubscriber identifier corresponding to a mailing 
subscriber identifier assigned bv a postal authority to a first class mail piece 
tracking provider, wherein the mailing subscriber identifier corresponds to an 
authorization bv the postal authority for tracking first class mailings bv the first 
class mail piece tracking provider : 
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an encoded mailing identifie r, the encoded mailing identifier comprising an 
encoding of a mailing identifier : and 

an encoded delivery address identifier corresponding to a delivery address 
to which a particular user of the first class mail piece tracking provider has 
reguested destination tracking of a particular first class mail piece , wherein the 
o ncodod do li vory address id e ntifior is unique w i th i n a combinat i on of the oncoded 
subscribor i dent i fi e r and tho oncod o d mailing ident i fi e r a combination of the 
encoded destination tracking service type, the encoded mailing subscriber 
identifier the encoded mailing identifier, and the encoded delivery address 
identifier corresponding to the delivery address, trackablv identifies a particular 
first class mail piece during a particular period of time . 

9, (Currently Amended) The unique mail piece identifier graphic symbology 
of Claim 8, said unique mail piece identifier graphic symbology further 
comprising: 

an encoded service type identifier; and. 

wherein the encoded delivery address identifier is trackablv unigue during 
a particular period of time, w ithin a combination of the encoded service type 
identifier, the encoded mailing subscriber identifier and the encoded mailing 
identifier. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) A method of encoding a. un i qu e trackable first classs 
mail piece identifier as a graphic symbology, said method comprising: 

receiving a reguest bv a user to print computer-based postage for a 
particular first class mail piece for mailing the particular first class mail piece to a 
particular delivery address; 

assigning [Fanll a tracking identifier to trackablv correspond to the [[a 
]]particular first class mail piece^ wherein ffsaidll the tracking identifier uniqu e ly 
trackablv identifies the particular first class mail piece during a particular period pf 
time^ [[and ]]wherein [fsaidll the tracking identifier comprises a mailing subscriber 
identifier, a mailing identifier, and a delivery address identifier, wherein the 



-5- 



Application Serial No. 10/747,936 

Amendment and Response to Office Action Dated March 9, 2007 

delivery address identifier is trackablv unique within a combination of the 
subscriber identifier and the mailing identifie r during a period of time, and 
wherein the mailing subscriber identifier corresponds to an authorization bv the 
postal authority for tracking first class mailings bv a first class mail piece tracking 
provider: and 

encoding the tracking identifier as a graphic svmbology . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of encoding a unique mail piece 
identifier as a graphic symbology of Claim 10, said method further comprising: 
relating the unique mai l pioco tracking identifier to a particu l ar ma ile r the 

user. 



12. (Currently Amended) The method of encoding a unique hiail piece 
identifier as a graphic symbology of Claim 1 1 , sa i d mothod further compris i ng: 

wherein encoding the uniqu e mail p ie c e tracking identifier as a graphic 
svmbologv comprises encoding the tracking identifier as a machine-readable bar 
code. 

13. (Currently Amended) A method for tracking individual outbound first class 
mail pieces, said method comprising: 

receiving a postage printing request from a particular mailer, said postage 
printing request comprising a reguest to mail a particular first class mail piece to 
a delivery address , wherein the reguest from the user to mail the particular first 
class mail piece comprises an indication bv the user to provide tracking of the 
particular first class mail piece : 

determining a delivery address identifier corresponding to the delivery 
address: and 

formulating a un i qu e mail p io co idont i f i or, sa i d un i que ma i l p i oco i dent i f ie r 
compris i ng: a subscrib e r id e ntifi e r, a ma ili ng id e nt i fi e r; and th e d eli v e ry addr e ss, 
wh e r ei n th e d eli very addr e ss is un i qu e w i thin a comb i nat i on of tho subscrib e r 
id o nt i f i or and th o ma i l i ng i dont i fio r next available first class mail piece identifier 
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for which a combination of a destination tracking service type, a mailing 
subscriber identifier corresponding to an authorization by a governmental postal 
authority for tracking first class mailings, the next available first class mail piece 
identifier, and the delivery address identifier corresponding to the delivery 
address, would trackablv identify the particular first class mail piece during a 
particular period of time . 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 13. said method further 
comprising: 

encoding the un i qu e next available first class mail piece identifier as a 
graphic symbology. . 

1 5. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1 4 wherein the graphic 
symbology is a one-dimensional bar-code. 

16. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 14, said method further 
comprising: 

printing the graphic symbology. 

17. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 16. said method further 
comprising: 

printing postage indicium in accordance with the postage printing request. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A method using a computer-based postage system 
for printing a trackable first class mail piece identifier for a first class mail piece . 

• said [[system]]method comprising: 

printing postage indicium for a particular first class mail piece in 
accordance with a postage printing request , wherein the postage printing reguest 
comprises a delivery address : and 

printing a first class mail piece t racking identifier for the particular first 
class mail piece , wherein the first class mail piece tracking identifier comprises: 
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a mailing subscriber identifier corresponding to an authorization by a 
governmental postal authority for tracking first class mailings, a mailing identifier, 
and a delivery address identifier corresponding to the delivery address, wherein 
the delivery address is trackablv unigue within a combination of the subscriber 
identifier and the mailing identifier during a particular period of time . 

Claims 19-20. Cancelled. 

21. (Currently Amended) The comput e r bas e d postaq o syst e m method of 
Claim 18, wherein the postage indicium is printed on a first label and wherein the 
first class mail piece tracking identifier is printed on a second label, 

22. (Currently Amended) The computer based postage system method of 
Claim 18, wherein the postage indicium and the first class mail piece tracking 
identifier are printed on an envelope. 

23. (Currently Amended) A method for retrieving a trackable first class mail 
piece identifier using a computer-based postage system, said ffsvstemll method 
comprising: 

retrieving from a plurality of electronic first class mail piece identifier 
representations, an electronic first class mail piece identifier that matches a 
particular yeiay efirst class mail piece identifier that un i guo l v trackablv identifies a 
particular first class mail piece during a particular period of time . 

24. (Currently Amended) A method for tracking individual outbound first class 
mail pieces using a computer-based postage system, said method comprising: 

assigning a composite confirm identifier to a particular first class mail 
piece wherein said composite confirm identifier unigu el v trackablv identifies the 
particular mail piece during a particular period of time; and 

relating the uniqu e ma i l p ie c e composite confirm identifie r for the particular 
first class mail piece to a particular mailer. 
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